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wm*my f&ﬁﬁ&:ﬁ@ mm ﬁm&r“x a@mﬁ:mnm& Plemish mmﬁ hmawmrk and shallow brick
ar&adzag in the fr@ﬁﬁ and side elevations with threee.centered arches; wider span
in the center bay of the facade., Louvered fanlight over door, threewguarter
length sidelights. Rectangular wood lintels. Circa 18 70 remodeling by Hicholas
M. Powers includes paired eaves brackets, gable-roofed ell constructed of bricks
from the nearby Caleb Hall tavern, bracketed wood side porch at west wall, and,
most likely, the 2/2 sash, Voodeframe sheds attached at rear,

The Powers E‘ama, a E:}ru::}s: ﬁeﬁ%rﬁ&%@:}ﬁ& house remodeled in the 1870's, ocoupies

a ¥ey position at the south edge of the willage green. While the house is of
architectural distinetion, its major significance is derived from its sssociation
with Nicholas Montgomery Powers (1817-1897), a nationally prominent covered bridge
builder,

At the height of hizs career in the 1850% and 60%s Powers was awarded conbracts
for bridges in Marviand, Hew York State and Maine, as well as Vermont, He was
born in Tinnputh awl served an apprenticeship under Abraban Owern, a master bridge
builder in Pittsford. Although his first bridge (1887) at Pittsford Mills is no
longer standing, the Gorham Bridge (1841) in Pittsford and Mead Bridoe (1840} at
Proctor, built in collsborstion with Owen, mmam from his early work in the
Pitteford area,

In the 18580's ?@W"‘*ﬁ& moved m Clarendon. During this period he began the series
a:zf bridges beginning with a long span over the Compectiout Hiver af Bellows
Falls, that established his reputation as & master of wooden bridge construction.
Powers’ major contracts included a bridge at North Blenheim New York, said to be
the longest existing covered bridge in the world, and a twoelevel rallroad bridge
at Perryeville, Marviand, Powers also served as Superintewndient for Roacs at the
Rutlend Railroed and bullt an early engine house and turntabie at the line’s
Rutland headeuarters.

Sometime after the Civil War Powers returned to Clarendon, In 1869 he bought the
brick house on the willage green from A, 7. Hewton, a local catile dealer. He
gradually built up extensive land holdings in the area and established a pros-
perous farm, In his later years, Powers continued to build g:;mcig@m
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in Rutland and Clarendon, returning to the simple Toun lattice truss frame
he had learned in Pitteford. Powers took on several other projects as
well, including erecting a new steeple for the Clarendon Congregational
Church, and rebuilding the tower of the Rutland County Courthouse. He
worked for the marble industry in the West Rutland area, building the wood
shoring for the Sheldon Quarry and designing an early woodwframe derrick.

Powers erected several b&iliing@ on the family property in Clarendon,
including a barn (ca. 18607s) and cheese factory (ca. 1870%s). The former
bottling factory, located at the western end of the village green, was
built by his son. The family residence and farm is currentiy owned by
Powers’ greatgrandson,
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